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 want to say tonight before I preach this message that unashamedly I’m a 

controversial preacher.  You can’t preach this Bible without being controversial.  

So, I want you to know that this is one of those controversial sermons, but, I feel 

like it is a sermon that needs to be preached.   

 This past Friday I had the privilege of preaching in a Camp Meeting. I was 

preaching some of the material I am going to be sharing with you this evening.  I have 

shared some of this with us before.  But I just feel like here is a subject that must never 

grow old in our hearing because of so many compromising positions today on the Bible, 

The Word of God.  So I want to talk to us about the Bible, the Word of God.  Let me tell 

you why I want to do this.  I’m watching movements all across our country today that are 

allowing things in church that they preached against twenty years ago.  If it was wrong 

twenty years ago, it is wrong today.  If the standard was held tight back there and has 

been dropped since then, it is not a problem with the Lord, or with His Word, it is a 

problem with leadership.  It is a problem with the people that have allowed liberalism to 

come in and permeate the truth of Jesus Christ.  I think we need to be constantly 

reminded why we believe the Bible is the Word of God.  Quite honestly, there are many 

people and movements today that do not believe the Bible is the Word of God.  Some of 

them will tell you they believe it in part.  If part of the Bible is the Word of God and part 

of the Bible is not the Word of God, we’ve got some serious problems.  We don’t have 

the ability to determine which is right and which is wrong so, therefore the bottom line is, 

we either have to accept all of it or we have to reject all of it.  We’re not capable of 

making the distinction.     

The Bible is the Word of God 

In California there is a group of people called the Jesus Christ Seminar.  For a 

number of years they have been meeting once or twice every year trying to determine 

how many of the words in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John were actually 

spoken by the Lord Jesus Christ.  They, like Jehoachim in the Old Testament, have 

mutilated the scriptures.  They have come to the conclusion there are only a few verses 

less than twenty, as well as I remember, which were actually spoken by the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  I want you to note with me in Psalms 68:11, “The Lord gave the word; great was 

I 
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the company of those that published it.”  I want it to go on record at the very beginning of 

this message that I believe the Bible I preach from is in its entirety the Word of the 

Living God.  If I didn’t believe that, I’d be honest with you, I’d close it up.  I’d go get 

another job, I’d do something else.  I wouldn’t want to be a harlot and say to the church 

that I believe something that I don’t believe.  I believe the Bible is the Word of God!  The 

Bible is important!  Let me give you four reasons why the Bible is important.  Then, I 

want to get into some historical truths to help us better understand why we believe the 

Bible is the Word of God.   

The Importance of the Scriptures 

Let me ask you this question.  If somebody on the job this week should ask you, 

“Why do you believe the Bible is the Word of God?”  Do you have an answer for them?  

If somebody should ask you what is wrong with a certain version or what is right with a 

certain version are you in a position where you can defend the Bible.   My purpose is to 

try to help you understand some things about the Bible to the extent that maybe you will 

be able to defend it more thoroughly.  You say, “Well, I don’t know what difference it 

makes.”  Here is the difference.  You look at any church or movement in this country that 

started questioning the authority and integrity of the Bible and you will find that they 

went off into apostasy in other areas of their ministry.  You see the Bible is the book that 

keeps individuals on course.  It keeps churches on course and eventually it is the book 

that should guide the Nation.  When there is no clear signal at home concerning the 

scripture and no clear signal in the church concerning the scripture, then the society falls 

apart.  God had given us a book to guide our home life.  He has given us a book to guide 

our church life, and our national life and anytime we deviate from that, we experience the 

decay and moral decline that we are experiencing in our country today.  Now, we need 

the Bible, it is important.   

Number one, it is important because of our salvation.  Our salvation depends on 

our understanding of the Gospel.  The Bible is the only book in the world that presents 

the Gospel to us.  If you didn’t have the Bible, you wouldn’t have a message that will 

show you how to get from earth to Heaven.  The clear message of the Bible is the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ found in I Corinthians 15:1-4 which declares the death and burial and the 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  You would never know what salvation consist of if 
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it was not for the Bible, the Word of God.  It is important because it presents to us 

salvation.   

Secondly, the Bible is important to us because our assurance depends on our soul 

resting in the truths of the scripture.  This past Tuesday evening I was on a local call in 

TV show.  The question came up during that program, “What if somebody had sin in 

their life when the rapture took place?  Would they go out or would they be left behind?”  

Well, they himhawed around and they said this and that.  After the program, a man asked 

me to read a passage from Ezekiel which he thought mirrored his thinking.  I said I’ve got 

a chapter I want you to read and it is John 10:27-28 Jesus said, “My sheep hear my 

voice…And I give unto them eternal life; they shall never perish, neither shall any man 

pluck them out of my Father’s hand.  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; 

and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.”  I said I would like for you to 

read John 6 where Jesus said, “verily, verily I say unto you, he that heareth my word and 

believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life”.  Also, Romans 8:1 where the Bible 

says “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 

walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”  Folks, I’m just here to tell you the 

assurances that we have concerning our salvation are in this Bible. When you let your 

feelings determine your Spirituality you are in for some trouble.  I’m glad our assurance 

is not based on feeling; our assurance is based on fact.  The fact is the Word of God.  Our 

feelings change like a yo-yo.  They are up and down like a roller coaster, up and down 

and round and around.  But, assurance is based on and is found in the uncompromising, 

unchangeable, eternal, forever settled in Heaven Word of God.  The Bible is important 

because it teaches about salvation.  The Bible is important because we get our assurance 

from the Word of God and our Spiritual growth.   

Number three, we grow spiritually through the Word of God.  The Bible says that 

we are to “…desire the sincere milk of the Word that ye may grow thereby.” (II Peter 

2:2)  You show me an anemic Christian; I will show you a Christian that has no time for 

the Bible.  You show me somebody that is easy to succumb to temptation and I will show 

you somebody that is not spending much time in the Bible.  The Bible gives us assurance, 

but the Bible gives us growth.  We are to “…desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye 

may grow thereby.” (II Peter 2:2)  I’m here to tell you, it is a joy to get in the Book.  It is 
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wonderful just to read the pages of this Holy writ and let God speak to us.  How many of 

you have got some love letters tucked away somewhere?  I don’t and I don’t think my 

wife does, but some people keep those letters they wrote during High School.  I never 

kept any of those letters myself, but some of you probably did.  Sister Helen probably has 

some hidden under a wagon over in a barn somewhere in Kentucky.  Those things were 

an encouragement to you.   

You have heard me tell this story.  When I was in a lower grade in school, I liked 

this girl and I sure did hope she liked me.  I wrote her a letter one day.  In that letter I 

said, “Do you love me?”  Beside of that question, I placed two boxes, one marked yes 

and one marked no!  I asked her to please check either yes or no.  Just to make sure she 

checked the right one, I enclosed my lunch money and did without lunch.  It was worth it 

because she checked the right box.  That was an important piece of information for me.  

Let me tell you something, there has been a lot of times through the years when my 

feelings tried to take over and I got tired in body and experienced a lot of pressure.  It is 

always wonderful to come back to the Word of God.  It is always wonderful to get the 

assurances from the scripture that we are saved based on the eternal precepts of the Word 

of God.  Not feeling, but fact!   

Number four, our power in witnessing depends on the confidence that we have in 

the scriptures.  Now listen, if you don’t believe what is in this Bible, how in the world are 

you going to convince someone else that it is so?  When you go out witnessing and 

visitation, you need to have the assurance that what you are telling those people is in fact 

the Word of God.   If they will put their confidence and their hope and rest their soul in 

the Words of this blessed old book, they can be assured of Heaven.  Listen, it would be 

horrible while witnessing to someone if they should ask you, “Do you personally believe 

what you shared with me is true?”  You say, “Well, I think so.”  You are not going to win 

anybody that way.  You’ve got to be sure this is in fact the Word of the Living God.   

I am reminded of the vacuum cleaner salesman that went to the door one day.  He 

knocked on the door and somebody came to the door.  This was his approach, “You 

wouldn’t be interested in buying a vacuum cleaner would you?”  And they said, “No, of 

course not!” and slammed the door.  Now you know you don’t approach salesmanship 

that way.  You have to be positive.  Back years ago, when Billy Graham was on the right 
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track, he used to say something like this, “He was a success in the Fuller Brush business 

because he believed in his product.”  I want it to go on record tonight, I believe in this 

product, the Word of the Living God.  I believe Holy men of God spake as they were 

moved by the Holy Spirit and that, “all scripture is given by inspiration of God,” “God-

breathed”, “and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction 

in righteousness that the man of God may be perfect,  thoroughly furnished unto all good 

works.”(II Timothy 3:16,17)  I want you to understand this is the Word of God.  It was 

this Bible Jesus used in the wilderness temptation to send the devil camping.  The Bible 

is important.   

Let’s Apply the Same Test 

Now, let me ask us a question tonight.  What if somebody came up to you this 

week and they said to you, “OK, you say the Bible is an important book.  There are 

dozens and dozens of different Bibles that don’t read the same.  Which one of those 

Bibles is correct?”  Let me give you some background information.  I want to try to help 

us because I want you to know more than, “Well, my preacher says it’s the Word the 

God”.  Somebody asked a lady one time, “What do you believe?”  She said, “I believe 

what my Preacher believes.”  “What does your preacher believe?”  “Well, he believes 

what our church believes.”  “What does your church believe?”  “Well, our church 

believes what our association believes.”  “What does the association believe?”  “Well, the 

local association believes what the national association believes.”  “What does the 

national association believe?” “They believe what my Preacher believes.”  You need 

more than that.  You need more than the authority of man.  You need to know that you 

have the authority of God when you study the Word of God.  You know, there are those 

today that want to question the inerrancy of our Bible.  They say, we don’t have the 

originals.  No we don’t.   We do not have the original parchments and original writings 

that those people penned under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  Since we don’t have 

those original parchments which the scriptures were penned on, there are those who 

question it.  Here is what they say, “Don’t you understand that as the Bible was given 

from generation to generation to generation that man is subject to make mistakes in 

translation.”  My answer to that is the God that was able to give the Bible by divine 

inspiration is able to preserve it intact from generation to generation.  Listen closely; God 
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is able to preserve His Word.  When you read in the book of II Timothy chapter 3, “All 

scripture is given by inspiration of God” I want you to understand when he made that 

statement; he did not have the New Testament in hand.  He had the Old Testament and he 

said about those Old Testament scriptures he was looking at, reading, studying, 

mediating, “all scripture is given by inspiration of God”.   In other words, he didn’t have 

the originals, but he said, what I’ve have is original.  Well, you say “I don’t know about 

that”.  All right, let’s look at secular history for just a minute.  Do you know that we don’t 

have Plato’s original writings?  As a matter of fact, the manuscripts that we have of 

Plato’s writings are twelve hundred years removed from the time he actually wrote them.   

Have you ever heard anybody question Plato’s writings?  What about Herodious?  

Thirteen hundred years separate his original writings from the earliest piece of 

manuscript known to man.  They made a movie about Homer and his classic, The 

Odyssey. Do you understand that from the time it was penned until the latest manuscript 

that man has available today, is twenty-two hundred years?  Men don’t question the 

origin of the Odyssey, oh, but when they come to the Bible, they want to question it.  We 

don’t have the originals.  But, God preserves His Word.   

The Sources of Evidence 

 Now, there were basically three sources of evidence God left with us to give us 

His Word.  It came to us in different types of manuscript form.  For instance, a 

manuscript, definition is anything that has some portion of scripture written on it.  You 

have to understand and realize the Bible as it was originally given, didn’t just one day 

drop out of Heaven with sixty-six books in tact.  You must understand the Bible is not 

like Joseph Smith’s writings.   Supposedly he was up on a mountain and an angel gave 

him those gold plates.   It was supposedly given by God and the angels name was 

something like Marconi, I think it was Macaroni.  He supposedly had a vision from God.  

Oh no, it didn’t work that way.  The Bible came to us in manuscript evidence.  There are 

at least three or four areas of manuscript evidence that God used to get the Bible through 

the different ages, woven down to where we are today.   

First of all, God gave the Bible in copies from generation to generation.  Not the 

originals.  Many of the doctrinal statements of colleges and churches say, “We believe 

that the Bible was divinely inspired in its original content”.  In other words, we believe 
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that the original manuscripts were divinely inspired of the Lord and they stop it there.  

Now they tend to lead you to believe something has happened to the Word from that 

point until today and the Bible we have today is not an inspired book.   We may have 

portions of it, but it is not inspired because they tend to lead you to believe that God 

could not preserve it and could not supernaturally get His Word from generation to 

generation without it becoming a book of errors.  I am going to deal with some of that.  I 

want you to understand that the Bible first of all came to us in copies.  Had you been able 

to look at those copies, little pieces of manuscript evidence, it would have been very 

difficult for you to read them.  For instance, there was no sentence structure when the 

Bible was originally given.  There were no capital letters.  The sentence did not begin 

with a capital letter.  There was no punctuation, neither paragraphs, the way the Bible 

was originally written.  In many instances, it was written on animal skins and in some 

types of parchment. Writing materials were scarce.   For instance the verse “The just 

shall live by faith” would not have been capitalized.  There would not have been a period 

at the end of the sentence and all of the letters would have been joined together without a 

space between them.  They had to do that because again, they did not have the materials 

that we have access to today.  So, the Bible came from generation to generation by copy.  

I want to say again, by copy.  God superintended and watched over those copies to make 

sure that His Word stayed intact.  Don’t forget that.  The Bible came to us from copies.  

 Secondly, the Bible came to us in lectionaries.  Now I mean by that, song books.  

In the back of a lot of song books, even today, you will find passages of scripture.  Some 

of the churches have readings.   The people will stand up and together in unison read a 

chapter out of the Word of God.  In the earliest days of Christianity, again because of the 

scarcity of paper and the scarcity of the printing press, they had to conserve their 

energies.  When that early church came together, they would sing songs.  In fact from the 

Old Testament, they would sing many of the songs of David.  He penned hundreds of 

songs.   When they came to the temple to worship, they would sing the songs of David.  

They had those songs in actual books.  That practice followed over into church history.  

In the back of those song books they would place portions of scripture.  Remember a 

manuscript is a portion of scripture.  Many of those scriptures were in the backs of those 
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early song books.  Later on, people would come along and find some of those passages of 

scripture in the backs of those lectionaries.   

Let’s just suppose that the Lord tarries His coming for a hundred and fifty years. I 

don’t think He will.  Suppose someone is trying to figure out if this Bible is in fact the 

right kind of Bible.  So, they begin to question.  I wonder if in fact this is the Word of 

God.  So, they pick up a Bible and read John 1:1.  This Bible says, “In the beginning was 

the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.”  There are some so called 

philosophers, professors and theologians who are questioning the scriptures.  They pick 

up another Bible called the New World Bible and read in John 1:1, “In the beginning was 

the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was a god.”  Then the question is 

raised, which Bible is the Word of God?  Would it be in fact the Bible which says, “In 

the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.”  I like 

that tense there; I love to talk about that.  I love to hear me say this, will you just bear 

with me.  That phrase states in the beginning was the Word continuing and the Word was 

continuing with God and the Word was continually God.  That is what John 1:1 says.  It 

is not like the New World Translation which says He was “a god” as the Jehovah Witness 

and the Mormons would have you believe.  He came out of eternity into time and was 

God before He came.  He was God after He came, He continues to be God and He 

forever shall be God.  He is not up for vote, He’s not running for office, He’s not going to 

be dethroned; thank God He is in business to stay.  That is what John 1:1 teaches us.  So 

somebody picks up this Bible and it says Jesus was a Word.  Then they pick up another 

Bible and it says He is the Word.  So, the theologians start looking back for historical 

documentation.  They go back to some of those old lectionaries from a hundred and fifty 

years ago.  They find that the independent, fundamental Berean Baptist Church seemed to 

be a fundamental church.  Let’s see what they said.  They look and say, those 

fundamentalist believed that, “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with 

God and the Word WAS God.”  That is the way some of the Bible came to us.  They had 

song books which had scriptures in the back.  Scholars from generations have found 

some of those old songbooks with scriptures in the backs.  That predate some of what the 

liberals call the latest manuscripts. They make some of those latest manuscripts look like 

garbage and trash.  There were copies and there were lectionaries.   
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Church Fathers 

 Thirdly, the Bible came to us in manuscript evidence copies and lectionaries, but 

it also came to us from church fathers.  For instance, there are sermons man has found 

that predate themselves back to the earliest days of Christianity preached by our church 

fathers.  In  those sermons, they find passages of scripture that identifies with our Bible 

today.   Some of the passages of scripture the liberal translations would have you to 

believe did not exist are recorded in their writing.    The church fathers in the sermons 

they preached, actually quoted some of the same passages of scripture that is in your 

Bible right there in front of you.  You say, you mean they had the English language?  

That wasn’t what I said at all.  But, it is easy for the people that are able to translate 

different languages to translate those earliest languages and look at those languages and 

the language today and come to the conclusion that we still in fact do have the preserved 

Word of God.  Those early church fathers gave us sermons, but do you understand those 

early church fathers also penned some books.  Those early church fathers penned some 

commentaries.  For instance, there was a church father around 100 A.D. that wrote four 

commentaries on the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  In those commentaries, 

he quoted many passages of scripture outside of the confines of the four Gospels.  Let me 

give you one of them.  There are several Bibles today which, if you look in them, will 

apologize for some of the scriptures they contain.  For instance, in the Gospel of Mark, 

last chapter, the liberal Bibles will have a foot note and will state, that the above 

mentioned verses are not in some of the oldest manuscripts known to man.   Here is what 

they should have said, “So far as we know, some of the above verses are not in the older 

manuscripts because they didn’t know very far.”  The truth is, they didn’t want to know.  

In I John 5:7, there is a passage of scripture that many Bibles today will apologize for.  

Some of the Bibles that you buy today will state “that this passage of scripture was not in 

the oldest manuscript known to man.”  I John 5:7 is a very interesting passage of 

scripture because it speaks about and proves the trinity of Jesus Christ. The Father, the 

Word and the Water.  There is a trinity in our salvation.  I realize the word trinity is not 

found in the Bible.  But, there is a trinity in the Godhead.   We see that at the baptism of 

Jesus Christ, the spirit of God came like a dove and descended upon Him.  The Heavens 

open and the Father speaks and says, “This is my beloved son in whom I am well 
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pleased.”  So there you have the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, one plus one is two and 

two plus one is three.  Three is trinity.  So, there is a trinity in the Godhead.   Most of the 

liberal Bibles you pick up, will put a foot note At I John 5:7.  Also,  in Mark 16, they will 

place foot notes of exclusion.  If you are reading in your Bible and they tell you that the 

above verses are not in the oldest manuscript, I suggest you throw it away and go buy 

yourself a Bible.  

The Perverted Manuscripts 

 There was a preacher who preached around 100 A.D. who in his sermon, quoted I 

John 5:7.  One hundred years on the other side of Jesus Christ.  Wait a minute, in your 

liberal Bibles, Mark 16, I John 5:7 and other passages of scripture are supposedly not in 

some of the oldest manuscripts.   

Let me tell you what they are talking about.  They are talking about two 

manuscripts.  They are talking about what is called the Vaticanus and the Sinaiticus.  The 

Vaticanus was not found until the fourth century A.D.  The Vaticanus and the Sinaiticus 

are the two major manuscripts that all liberal Bibles come from today.   One was found in 

a waste basket in the Vatican and the other one found at the foot of Mt. Sinai.  Vaticanus 

and Sinaiticus disagree with themselves three thousand times in the Gospels.  By the way, 

there is known to man today something like five thousand two hundred and fifty 

manuscripts.  Out of those five thousand two hundred and fifty manuscripts known to 

man, there are about five of them which have been canned as not legitimate.  Those five 

manuscripts are the ones that every liberal version of the Bible is based upon.  They have 

decided that the five thousand and two hundred plus manuscripts that are in complete 

agreement with themselves should not be the manuscripts that Bibles are printed from 

today.  They choose about five of the five thousand plus that disagree between 

themselves three thousand times in the Gospels alone.  When they do their translations 

they say things like, that vile Textus Receptus.  Textus Receptus is the manuscript that 

our Bible came from.  When those liberal Bibles say that I John 5:7 is not in the original 

manuscript, they have to answer to the preacher in 100 A.D.   Who quoted I John 5:7.   In 

the fourth century, the liberals stated that the verse was not there.  How would they 

know?   They are messing with the wrong material.  Why doesn’t he stay by the truth?  

God has preserved His Word.  It was there, it was available.  Let me run that by you 
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again.  Manuscript evidence comes from copies, lectionaries, and church fathers.  God 

superintended and looked over His Word down through the generations of time.  

Some would have us believe that, “we must have gender exclusive Bibles”.  The 

NOW group of women, known as the New Order of Witches, came along and said, “We 

don’t like the Bible that puts man up on a pedestal.  We want them to change the 

language.”  So the NIV, the Non Inspired Version came along.   I was in a book store the 

other day.  A lady was waiting on another lady who wanted a good Bible.”  What the 

customer said to the saleslady was, “Could you help me find a King James Bible?”  The 

saleslady said, “Yes, but, we also have the New King James Bible and it is a better 

translation.”  Now wait a minute, can you defend the King James Bible?  I stuck my nose 

into their business.  I went over and said, “Let me tell you the difference.”  The lady that 

was the sales person just backed up and said, “I didn’t know the difference.”  I explained 

the difference to her and she said, “I have never heard that before.”  I said No, you had a 

sales pitch.  There are people that will die for these new translations because they will say 

there is no difference.   But, if you pin them down and say can you prove it, you will find 

they are only “Polly Parroting” what someone else has told them.  They can’t prove why 

they believe what they believe.  I want to say it again and I have shown you this before, 

but I want to help you with it again.  I don’t want you to forget this.  Every Bible in the 

United States of America came from a manuscript.  It came from a translation.  But, not 

every Bible in America came from the same translation and manuscript.  There are 

versions after versions in the book stores but they did not come from the same text.  

Every modern Bible in the book stores came out of Alexandra, Egypt.  God told Solomon 

not to even buy a horse out of Egypt.  If He didn’t want Solomon to buy a horse out of 

Egypt, I don’t think He’d want somebody to bring the Bible out of there either.  The 

Textus Receptus did not come out of Alexandria, Egypt.   It came out of Antioch of 

Syria.  If you read your Bible, you will find there are some good things which happened 

in Antioch of Syria.  At Antioch they were first called Christians.  The first missionary 

journey took place there.  The returning missionaries came back after their journey and 

gave a report to the church of Antioch.  They testified about the Great revival they were 

having in establishing the churches in different areas.  Antioch of Syria happens to be the 

home base of what we call the Textus Receptus.  Now, I’m not up here trying to pick an 



 14 

argument.  I’m not up here trying to make you mad although if you get mad, we will have 

an alter service and we can help you get over it.  I’m kind of tired of people saying, 

“Well, I believe it is just the Word of God.”  Why?  “Well, I don’t know.”  “This is what 

my Preacher says.  It is what my church believes.”  Yes, but what if they are wrong?  

Every modern version of the Bible came out of Vaticanus and Sinaiticus through 

Westcott and Hort.  Westcott and Hort changed the Greek text eight thousand and two 

hundred times.  That is the reason in your liberal Bibles they have those foot notes that 

say,  “these passages of scripture are not in the oldest manuscript”.  The truth is they are 

not in the Vaticanus and Sinaiticus.  But it was available to the early Church.  The Bible I 

have in front of me happens to be a King James Bible.  It did not come from the 

Alexandrian manuscript which contains the Apocrypha.  This source of manuscripts 

teaches that you can offer up prayers for the dead.  This source of manuscripts states in 

the book of Macabees there is a purgatory.  This set of manuscripts says that Mariology is 

acceptable, that is, praying through Mary.  You say well that is not in my Bible.  It is in 

the manuscripts that that liberal Bible came from.  If that liberal set of manuscripts was 

wrong about Mariology and water baptism and Jesus, why would I want to trust them 

with my never dying soul!  If they are wrong about the Apocrypha, they may be wrong 

about something else too.  You say, “Well I know some of those old family King James 

Bibles have between the books of Malachi and the Gospel of Matthew the Apocrypha. 

They sure do!  Let me shock you with a little something though.    

King James Commissioned Godly Scholars 

King James called fifty-four scholars of his day to translate the Bible, the Word of 

God, into everyday English so that the people of England could have a copy of the 

Inspired Word of God in their hands.  Those Godly scholars went through the Old 

Testament scriptures and pulled those Apocrypha books out.  They came to the 

conclusion that purgatory is not acceptable neither can you pay enough money to 

someone to  pray you out of purgatory.  When King James in the year 1603 came to his 

throne, he decided to give the Bible to the people in their everyday language.  He 

assembled fifty-four people.  The first person he chose to translate the scriptures could 

speak fifteen languages fluently.  Every year on his vacation, this scholar would get 

somebody that spoke a different language to tutor him for a whole week.  His vacation 
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consisted of learning another language that he could quote fluently.  This was a godly 

man.  He was the first man that King James called to become a part of the fifty-four 

scholars.  They would be divided up into six different groups.  Each one of those groups 

would take a part of the Bible and translate those portions of scripture assigned to them.  

When they got those portions of scripture translated, then they would move those 

portions of scripture over to committee number 2.  Finally they would go through all six 

of those committees.  They would make sure the Word of God was going to be preserved 

accurately.  Then, after those six godly committees did their translation, King James 

called in some of the most important Christian people in England of that day.  He had 

them follow up these fifty-four scholars who were meeting in six different locations.  

They looked over those manuscripts once again to make sure the manuscript evidence 

was clear and the Word of God was being preserved.  That doesn’t sound like Virginia 

Mollenkott who was one of the translators of the NIV Bible.   After the translation came 

out, it was discovered that she was a lesbian.  That is the reason many of the words in the 

NIV Bible having to do with homosexuality are watered down.  Why?  Because she had 

influence to change the meaning of the Word of God.  Better be careful what you are 

reading.   

King James-God’s Man for the Hour 

Somebody says, “Well, Preacher, you are worshipping King James.”.  Let me say 

something about him.  King James was a godly man contrary to what people are being 

told today.  King James was a brilliant man.  King James himself spoke several different 

languages fluently.  He spoke Latin, Greek, French, and was schooled in Italian and 

Spanish.  He came to England from Scotland.  He was King James VI of Scotland.  He 

came to England as King James I.   When he came to England, there were some people in 

parliament that did not like the Scots.  In fact, they wrote books against them.  They 

threw off on them.  When King James came to England, some of those people in 

parliament that did not like King James said, “We will get even with him.”  One of the 

men was prominent in royalty and in the parliament.   King James found out he was 

doing some things that were not on the level and he [King James] removed him from 

parliament.  The removed individual made the statement “I’ll get even with King James”.  

King James died in 1625.  In 1650, this man wrote a book.   In that book, he accused 
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King James of being a homosexual.  Why did he not publish his book during the life time 

of King James?  Because the people would not have accepted it!  The people that knew 

King James knew him to be a godly man.  He knew if his book was published it would 

not sell and would not be accepted.  He waited until twenty-five years after King James 

died.  In the last fifty years, some liberal scholars have gone to England and gone through 

the archives of the libraries of England and found that man’s writings.  As a result, they 

are trying to decry King James because of a person that had a personal vendetta against 

him.  He wrote a false book, and made false accusations against King James.  The liberal 

world does not like the King James Bible because there is power in that book.  King 

James had some enemies.   

Let me tell you about one of the truly great enemies of King James.  That would 

be the Catholic Church.  The Catholic Church did not like it because King James came to 

the throne in 1603.  They recognized that King James was printing the Bible which the 

Catholic Church did not want in the hands of the common people. The Catholic Church, 

wanted its priests to tell their group of so called believers what God said.  However, they 

did not want the people to read out of the Bible for themselves what God said.  So they 

kept the Bible from the people.  When King James came to the throne, he said, “I want 

the Word of God in the hands of the common people.”  He made the decree that the Bible 

was to be printed and placed in the hands of the common people.  Guess what was 

happening?  The Catholic Church was loosing power in England.  They got scared.  The 

Catholic Church conspired with a Jesuit Priest and some people out of the Catholic 

Church to kill King James.  They took thirty-six barrels of gun powder and placed them 

under the floor of parliament.  Their goal was to blow up King James and kill the people 

in parliament.  They planned on imprisoning King James’ family, and bringing Britain 

back to the Catholic Church.  The Catholic Church was loosing hold of Britain.  Their 

scheme was discovered.  The Jesuit Priest was arrested and put in jail.  Eventually he and 

his associates were hung.  A very interesting story surfaces here.   One of the men that 

King James appointed to be one of the fifty-four translators left his translation 

responsibilities and went to the imprisoned Jesuit Priest.  He took the Word of God and 

tried to win him [the Jesuit Priest] to Jesus Christ. The Jesuit Priest would not adhere to 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ. So far as I know he is frying in Hell like every other 
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unbeliever.  Nevertheless, this godly translator did all in his power to change this 

person’s eternal soul from Hell to Heaven.  That shows you the kind of people King 

James had on the committee translating the pure Word of God.   

Wescott and Hort Changed the Text 

Here is what people say, “Preacher don’t you know there are translations and the 

King James Bible has been translated on numerous occasions?”  Let me tell you again, 

the King James Bible came from the Textus Receptus, the received text.  Every other 

version came from the Vaticanus and Sinaiticus through Westcott and Hort.  Before they 

died, Westcott and Hort made the following statement.  “The more and the longer we 

read Darwin’s Theory of Evolution, the more we believe Darwin’s Theory of Evolution 

over the Genesis Biblical account of creation.”  If that is all of the gray matter they have 

in their cranium, I don’t want them handing me a book and telling me that it is the Word 

of God.  If they don’t know how they got here, and how the universe got here, they don’t 

know enough to tell me how to live and how to be saved!   We have a translation because 

King James made a decree that it was to be translated.   However, he had nothing to do 

with the translation!  

The Changes of the King James Version 

Fifty-four scholars, top godly people, six committees gave us the Bible that we 

have today.  The King James Bible was printed in two places.  These six groups of 

scholars did their translation and moved it to the next appointed group.  Eventually all six 

groups reviewed the translation.  Then other well trained people of England were brought 

in to do additional proofing.  Then it went to the printer.  The first edition of the scripture 

came out in 1611.  You would have a difficult time reading it.  I have a copy in my 

office.  You would find that there were a lot of printing errors.  In 1611 they did not have 

printing presses.   Print was placed in a block style printing press one letter at a time.  

How would you like to place the entire Bible, sixty-six books and every letter in the 

sixty-six books of the Bible in a press one letter at a time?  That is what they did in 1611.  

That would be difficult.  They made some mistakes.  They made some errors in printing.  

They recognized those errors after the first Bible came out.  So in 1629 they came back 

and corrected some of those printing errors.  I want you to understand in no case and in 

no situation were there ever doctrinal changes or theological changes in that Bible.  
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Nowhere during all of this time did they ever change the meaning of the doctrinal 

treatise.  In 1629, they went back and corrected some of those printing errors.  Two of the 

original translators of the 1611 edition helped correct the printing errors in 1629.  In the 

year 1638 they did the same thing again.  Those were the only changes of the King James 

Bible until 1762.  In the year 1762 they came back to the King James Bible and corrected 

the spelling errors.  In 1611 when the King James Bible was originally printed, they did 

not have standardized spelling.  A person could write a letter to his girlfriend and call her 

honey in a whole lot of different wording because standardized spelling was not available 

in 1611.  By the year 1760, they had standardized spelling.  Therefore they came back 

and changed some of the spelling of the King James Bible.  Listen closely, had you 

looked at the spelling then, a J would look like an I.  If you looked at an S it would have 

looked like an F.  If you had a copy of the 1611 edition of the King James Bible, the word 

Jesus would be spelled, “IEFUS”.  LOVE would look like “LOUE”.   They had double 

vowels.  They spelled ME, MEE with double ee’s on the end.  FEARE they changed in 

the 1762 edition to FEAR.  The word BEARE in 1762 became BEAR.  Now they had 

standardized spelling.  They never changed the doctrinal content; they just corrected 

printing and spelling errors.  Listen, in all of the different translating of the King James 

Bible, no doctrinal content has been sacrificed.  Only two changes occurred.  Printing 

changes and spelling changes.  Are you with me?  I want to shock you.  I’m not here to 

condemn you; I’m here to try to help you.  

The Changes of the New King James Version 

 If you have in your possession a New King James, you have a revision, but not 

an edition.  Let me explain it to you.  Turn in your Bibles to the book of I Corinthians.  

One of the things that the TNIV has tried to do, is to make it gender exclusive.  I mean by 

that, they try to undeify Jesus.  People at the book store will tell you to get a New King 

James Bible.  What they don’t tell you is that it will average from cover to cover one 

hundred changes per page.  They won’t tell you that.  It is a Bible that to a great degree is 

a gender masculine exclusive edition of the Bible.   

Let me prove it to you.  Note I Corinthians 1:26.  Let me give you a few 

examples. I Corinthians 1:26 “For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise 

men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:” Did you hear him say 
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wise men?  If you have a New King James Bible, you will not find “man” there.  You 

know why?  Because they are trying to make it gender exclusive of the male gender.  You 

say, “that’s just one verse.”  All right, you want me to give you about fifteen or twenty 

changes just in the book of I Corinthians?  Let’s move on down, I Corinthians 2:4, “And 

my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in the 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power.”  Did you hear him say man’s wisdom?  You 

know what the New King James Bible says?  “Human wisdom.”  They say, “Let’s get 

away from this man stuff.”  Gender exclusive.  Note I Corinthians 2:11, “For what man 

knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him?  even so the things of 

God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.” Did you hear him say no man?  Your New 

King James Bible will say “No One”.  They say, “Let’s take that word man out.”  That is 

offensive to the female chauvinist.   Note I Corinthians 2:15, “But he that is spiritual 

judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.”  Listen to the New King James?  

“No one.”  It takes the word, “man”, out.  Let me give you one more verse, there’s 

dozens of them here.  I Corinthians 3:5.  “Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but 

ministers by whom ye have believed, even as the Lord gave to every man?”  ‘Every man’ 

is gone, ‘each one’ is put in the New King James.   Why?  They don’t want this ‘man’ 

business in there.  Well it’s in the Textus Receptus!  Oh, I could go on and on, but let me 

give you one more.  I’ve given you this one before, but I want you to see it again.   

Someone says, “But Preacher, this old Bible is just so hard to understand.”  Don’t tell 

Shakespeare that.  They still have Shakespeare in plays here in Greensboro, and Winston-

Salem.  “Oh Romeo, Romeo”  I don’t hear anybody saying, “Oh, that’s bad language and 

hard to understand.”  People still buy tickets to see the Shakespeare Plays.  That’s a 

classic from yesterday.  Look at Acts 16.  Here’s that wonderful story of the Philippian 

jailer.  Acts 16:30-31. “And brought them out, and said, sirs, what must I do to be saved?  

And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.”  

Notice that our belief is to be anchored in the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Lord is the Master.  

He’s the one that angels bow before.  He’s the one that keeps everything held intact.  

He’s Jesus!  “They shall call His name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their 

sins”.  Jesus is our Savior, the Lord is our Master, Christ is the Anointed One out of the 

Old Testament.  He’s the Messiah.  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  Would you turn to 
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the book just before the Revelation?  Notice what Jude said they will do in the last days 

of apostasy.  Jude 1:4 “For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of 

old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly me, turning the grace of God into 

lasciviousness,…”  That means they twist the grace of God into sin.  They deny the only 

Lord God, that’s the God of the universe. They deny Him as Lord, and as Jesus, and as 

Christ.  They deny Him as Master, Savior, and as the Messiah.  In Acts 16:31 the Bible 

says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ…”   Many of your liberal versions will omit the 

word, ‘Christ.’  Why?  Because it’s not found in Vaticanus and Saniaticus through 

Westcott and Hort.   It’s in the Textus Receptus!  Do you know that Westcott and Hort 

would not even consult the Textus Receptus.  They called, “That vile Textus Receptus.”  

So they take the word ‘Christ’ out.  Do you know what Jesus said?  “Man shall not live 

by bread alone, but by every word.”  I believe God wants us to have every word.  He’s 

never commissioned anybody to cut the Bible up like Jehoiakim, and do away with 

hundreds and hundreds of words that were in the Textus Receptus which were omitted in 

the Catholic translation.  Here in Acts 16:31 they took Christ out.  Turn to I John 2, and 

we’ll see what the Bible says about it.  I John 2:22.  “Who is a liar but he that denieth 

that Jesus is the Christ?  He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.” Who is a 

liar that denieth that Jesus is the Christ?  What does the Bible say about other Bibles that 

deny that Jesus is the Christ?  According to I John 2:22, they are antichrist additions.  It’s 

right there.  Acts 16, “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ”.   Liberal versions take the word 

Christ out.  John says if you don’t believe He’s the Christ, you are antichrist.  I’m just 

telling you what the Bible says.  That’s all I’ve got to go by.  I’m just here to tell you 

folks, we’ve got a lot of people that have swallowed a bill of goods.  They don’t know 

how to defend their Bible.   

No Book like the Bible 

I love this Book.  It has been a strength and a comfort to me down through the 

years.  I have several Bibles in my office that I have worn out.  I’ve gone from page to 

page in this blessed old Book, and I’ve tried to let this book speak to me.  I thank God for 

the comfort and the consolation of this Bible.  You know, the liberal versions are dead.  

They don’t have any ring to them.  But I like this blessed old Book.  This old Book has 

really meant a lot to me.  I was saved out of this Book.  When I was ordained, a group of 



 21 

men met with me in a basement room.  I can remember it as if it were yesterday.  You go 

down some steps and turn left into a Sunday School room.  They said, “Ron, we just have 

one thing we want to challenge you about.   We know what you believe.  But, would you 

promise us that if you ever get to the place in your ministry where you cannot preach this 

Book as it is and you no longer believe this Bible is the inspired Word of God, would you 

please bring your ordination papers back and turn them in to the church.”   Afterward I 

knelt around the altar, and a bunch of the men came and placed their hands on me.  Penny 

wasn’t even born.  My son was there. I was ordained into the Gospel ministry.   That was 

in 1972.  To the best of my ability, I haven’t lowered the flag.  I want you to know, I am 

not going to!  I’m going to stay by this Book that has brought me this far.  It’s kept me 

going, and has encouraged me.  My Grandmother had it on her lap.  My dad had it in the 

back bedroom where he went every morning and visited it.  I’m not going to turn my 

back on what has meant so much to me.  As you know now for nearly twenty-five years, 

I’ve tried to tell you this is the Bible; this is the Word of God!  I believe it tonight just as 

strong as I believed it when I started down the trail.  If Jesus tarries His coming and you 

see me in my casket, you will see the Bible beside of me because I want you to know I 

believed it all the way to the end.  I’m not going to deny that which has meant so much to 

me.  I want to challenge you tonight, love this Bible, love this Book, and fall in love with 

it all over again!  It has the road map, and the comfort, and consolation you need.  Let’s 

get back to this Bible!  Let’s live for this Bible.   

 


